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Muslims are taking to the programme. The percentage of Muslim
adopters is in keeping with the percentage of Muslims in the total
population. Apart from this, no child is born a Hindu, it is just
born; it is brought up either as a Hindu or a Muslim. We have
to emphasise the humanness and not the religion of the child.
Another set of objectors are sea-green 'revolutionaries1. They
proclaim that the Government has been propagating this programme
of population control as it could not, being capitalist in nature, provide
the people with food and Other necessaries. Hence they contend
that they must oppose it as harmful to the interests of the working
class and as having a deadening influence on the workers' political
consciousness. This attitude, suffers from dual morality and hypoc-
risy. Such 'revolutionaries1 adopt family planning techniques them-
selves so that they may, be free to serve the people the better, but
ask the workers to breed paying no heed to family planning
propaganda. Ev,en from the viewpoint of the workers, this attitude
is dangerous, for the workers' lot is not going to be vastly improved
overninght. Hence, the workers have to consider the present
deplorable conditions and adopt appropriate attitudes and methods
to better their lot. Another hurdle is put forward by some persons
posing to be experts on defence startegy. They say that India must
increase her population in order to withstand the possible onslaught
by Communist China which commands a larger population. At
present the techniqes of warfare do not depend on numbers. The
world situation has changed to a great extent. Hence this plea has
no validity.

The time is now ripe for making family planning compulsory.
This view is not inconsistent with the concept of individual freedom
which is dear to the hearts of Humanists. Fundamental rights of
citizerns are not absolute in nature. They are hedged in by
conditions. They are mostly subject to public order, health and
morality. Therefore, in orcter to preserve and sustain the individual
freedom of millions of women, involving as it does their right to good
health-let us not foregt that they have been denied all along the
right to live a decent life-compulsory sterilization has to be resorted
to.

Compulsory fatally planning cannot be imposed upon the entire
people all at once. It has to be adopted by stages and sections
of the people. To start with, those connected with public admini-
stration such as Ministers, legislators, popular heads of local self-
governing bodies, administrators and government employees may be
called upon to observe family planning compulsorify. In the second